ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 24, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO PROMOTE ABSENTEE VOTING AND ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION IN PERMANENT ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLICATION LISTS

RESOLUTION #20 – 502

WHEREAS, voting is a sacred birthright of all American citizens and is the foundation of the democratic process, and access to vote safely, whether in-person or via absentee ballot, is a key component in guaranteeing that right; and

WHEREAS, in 2018, the voters of Michigan approved Proposal 3 to amend the Michigan Constitution and greatly expand voting rights, including the option to vote by no-reason absentee ballot; and

WHEREAS, the outbreak of COVID-19 made many people uncomfortable about voting in-person, given the transmission rate and the enclosed spaces and common materials used during the process of in-person voting; and

WHEREAS, this outbreak greatly increased the desire of voters across the State of Michigan to exercise their right to vote by mail; and

WHEREAS, there is no current provision in state statute requiring that all registered voters be sent an Absent Voter Ballot Application unless they have signed up for the Permanent Absent Voter (AV) list with their local clerk; and

WHEREAS, the Governor directed the Secretary of State to send AV Ballot Applications to every qualified registered voter prior to the May 5, 2020 Special Election; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of State sent AV Ballot Applications to every qualified registered voter for the August 4, 2020 Primary Election and the November 3, 2020 General Election in June; and

WHEREAS, delaying in sending AV Ballot applications results in voter disenfranchisement or ballots not arriving in time to vote and be returned, given US Postal Service delays; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Clerk actively encourages every qualified registered voter in Michigan to cast their ballots at every election and supports permanent AV lists as it increases voter participation; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Clerk desires to encourage all Ingham County qualified registered voters to vote absentee during the current health crisis and would like to send a mailing to encourage voters to sign up to permanently receive absentee ballot applications; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Clerk worked in conjunction with the Purchasing Department to develop and disseminate Request for Proposals #97-20 for which five proposals were received and evaluated leading to this resolution. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes Clerk Byrum to proceed with an agreement with Detroit Legal News, dba: Inland Press in an amount not to exceed $90,000.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this agreement shall be funded by the Ingham County Clerk’s election supplies line item (101-191000-726010). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary adjustments to the budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chairperson and County Clerk are hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall transmit a copy of this resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan and the Secretary of State of the State of Michigan.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Celentino, Grebner, Stivers, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Koenig, Naeyaert     Approved  11/17/2020
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  11/18/2020

